
 
 

Opening: 
 
What is one low (a bad thing) and one high (a good thing) that happened to you this past week?  
Write them down and take turns sharing them with the others in your group. 
 

 

 

 
Where have you seen the work of the Holy Spirit in your life this past week? 
 
 
 
Do you have to think about giving or doing something generous to/for others, or does it happen without 
you even having to think about giving? 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: 
 
Spend 1-2 minutes in silence with God to center and prepare yourself for your time with God today. 
 

 

 

 
Read: 
 
Read / Have two people in your group read Matthew 25:31-46 out loud.  
   [Clicking the link will bring you to multiple translations.] 

 
As you read and/or listen to the text being read, circle, take note of, highlight, or underline what words, 
phrases, or ideas grabbed your attention and heart in these verses? 
 
 
 
 
Write them down below and/or share them with those who are with you. 
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Respond / Reflect: 

How are the “sheep” and the “goats” and the people that they represent in the story different from each 
other?  Make a list of the various ways. 
 
What words would you use to describe the condition of the hearts of the “sheep” and the “goats” in Jesus’ 
story? 
 
How does giving reflect our love for God and God’s love for us? 
 
Reread verses 41 & 46. What are the consequences regarding the condition of our hearts? 
 
Which “side” or group in this story are you a part of? How do you know? How can you tell? 
 
 
 
Try It:  

 
Stay tuned for a “Radom Acts of Kindness” advent calendar coming to you by email on Monday or 
Tuesday or printed copy by Wednesday.         Engage with it! 
 
 

Prayer: 
 

Spend time in prayer with/for the other people who are with you. Pray this prayer together: 
 
Father, give me/us eyes to see our neighbors as you see them. May what breaks your heart break 
my/our heart. May what brings you joy bring me/us joy. Transform me/us so that we serve our 
neighbors selflessly. AMEN 
 
 
 
Missional/Spiritual Practice: Giving 
 
I commit to giving generously of my time for the building of Christ’s Church and Kingdom. 
 
I commit to giving generously of my talents for the building of Christ’s Church and Kingdom. 
 
I commit to giving generously of my treasures (financial resources) for the building of Christ’s 
Church and Kingdom. 
 
I commit to giving generously of my testimony for the building of Christ’s Church and Kingdom. 
 
How are you giving generously in these areas? If not, why not? What needs to change? 
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Matthew 25:31-46 
 
New International Version 
 
25 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on 
his right and the goats on his left. 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I 
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not 
do for me.’ 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

 

  



The Message 
 
25 31-33 “When he finally arrives, blazing in beauty and all his angels with him, the Son of Man will 
take his place on his glorious throne. Then all the nations will be arranged before him and he will 
sort the people out, much as a shepherd sorts out sheep and goats, putting sheep to his right and 
goats to his left. 
34-36 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Enter, you who are blessed by my Father! Take 
what’s coming to you in this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since the world’s foundation. And 
here’s why: 
I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me a room, 
I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 
I was sick and you stopped to visit, 
I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
37-40 “Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we ever 
see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when did we ever see you sick or 
in prison and come to you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you 
did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.’ 
41-43 “Then he will turn to the ‘goats,’ the ones on his left, and say, ‘Get out, worthless goats! You’re 
good for nothing but the fires of hell. And why? Because— 
I was hungry and you gave me no meal, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me no bed, 
I was shivering and you gave me no clothes, 
Sick and in prison, and you never visited.’ 
44 “Then those ‘goats’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking about? When did we ever see 
you hungry or thirsty or homeless or shivering or sick or in prison and didn’t help?’ 
45 “He will answer them, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you failed to do one of these 
things to someone who was being overlooked or ignored, that was me—you failed to do it to me.’ 
46 “Then those ‘goats’ will be herded to their eternal doom, but the ‘sheep’ to their eternal 
reward.” 
 


