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River of Life "
A WOrshib‘p'odos helping |
us to reflect on...
“What is flowing out of us
as disciples of Jesus?”

Opening:

What is one low (a bad thing) and one high (a good thing) that happened to you this past week?
Write them down and take turns sharing them with the others in your group.

Where have you seen the work of the Holy Spirit in your life this past week?

Did you go swimming or tubing in any rivers or lakes this summer? If so, where did you go?

Preparation:

Spend 1-2 minutes in silence with God to center and prepare yourself for your time with God today.

Read:

Read / Have two people in your group read Ezekiel 47:1-12 out loud.

(Clicking the link will bring you to multiple translations.)

As you read and/or listen to the text being read, circle, highlight, or underline what words, phrases, or ideas
grabbed your attention and heart in these verses?

Write them down below and/or share them with those who are with you.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047%3A1-12&version=NIV;NLT;MSG

Respond / Reflect:

Where does the river in the passage flow from? What is its source? Why is this significant?

What does this river do in the passage? What effects does it have on the things it comes into
contact with?

In the passage, what happens to the things that do not come into contact with the river?
Have you jumped into this river? If so, what has happened to you as a result? If not, why not?

As Christians today, what does it mean that the river flows out of us? What does that look like?

Take Away:

What is a main point or key message that you learned, understood, observed, or experienced that
you are taking away with you from your group’s reflections on the bible passage or your group’s
conversations today?

Prayer:

Spend time in prayer with/for the other people who are with you. Who in your group needs prayer today?
Who in your group will you pray for?

Pray this prayer together:

Father, let your river of life and the blessings which come with it flow through me. Show me where
to share the lavish love you shown me. May | bring life and healing because you live in me. Amen

“Try It" - Putting our Faith into Action:

How can you allow this river of life found in Ezekiel 47 to flow through you this week as you go about your
daily routines and interactions with the people you will encounter?
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Ezekiel 47:1-12

New International Version

47 The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and | saw water coming out from under
the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming
down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. 2He then brought me out through
the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was
trickling from the south side.

3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand

cubits® and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. “He measured off another thousand
cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led
me through water that was up to the waist. ®>He measured off another thousand, but now it was a
river that | could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river
that no one could cross. ¢ He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. ” When | arrived there, | saw a great number of trees on
each side of the river. 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down
into the Arabah,®) where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the salty water there
becomes fresh. ® Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large
numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river
flows everything will live. ' Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there
will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean
Sea. "But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. ?Fruit trees of
all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail.
Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit
will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

Read full chapter

Footnotes
a. Ezekiel 47:3 That is, about 1,700 feet or about 530 meters
b. Ezekiel 47:8 Or the Jordan Valley


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047%3A1-12&version=NIV;NLT;MSG#fen-NIV-21683a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047%3A1-12&version=NIV;NLT;MSG#fen-NIV-21688b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047%3A1-12&version=NIV;NLT;MSG#en-NIV-21683
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2047%3A1-12&version=NIV;NLT;MSG#en-NIV-21688

The Message

47 2Now he brought me back to the entrance to the Temple. | saw water pouring out from under
the Temple porch to the east (the Temple faced east). The water poured from the south side of the
Temple, south of the altar. He then took me out through the north gate and led me around the
outside to the gate complex on the east. The water was gushing from under the south front of the
Temple.

35He walked to the east with a measuring tape and measured off fifteen hundred feet, leading me
through water that was ankle-deep. He measured off another fifteen hundred feet, leading me
through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another fifteen hundred feet, leading me
through water waist-deep. He measured off another fifteen hundred feet. By now it was a river over
my head, water to swim in, water no one could possibly walk through.

&7He said, “Son of man, have you had a good look?”

Then he took me back to the riverbank. While sitting on the bank, | noticed a lot of trees on both
sides of the river.

810 He told me, “This water flows east, descends to the Arabah and then into the sea, the sea of
stagnant waters. When it empties into those waters, the sea will become fresh. Wherever the river
flows, life will flourish—great schools of fish—because the river is turning the salt sea into fresh
water. Where the river flows, life abounds. Fishermen will stand shoulder to shoulder along the
shore from En Gedi all the way north to En-eglaim, casting their nets. The sea will teem with fish of
all kinds, like the fish of the Great Mediterranean.

The swamps and marshes won't become fresh. They'll stay salty.

12*But the river itself, on both banks, will grow fruit trees of all kinds. Their leaves won't wither, the
fruit won't fail. Every month they'll bear fresh fruit because the river from the Sanctuary flows to
them. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.”

Read full chapter
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