A Guide for Spiritual Formation

Text for the Week: Acts 4:32-5:11

Message for the Week:  Imposter Syndrome

Sunday, January 26

Opening:

What is one low (a bad thing) and one high (a good thing) that happened to you this past week?
Write them down and take turns sharing them with the others in your group.

Where have you seen the work of the Holy Spirit in your life this past week?

When have you pretended to be something you are not? Share a story or two.

Preparation:

Spend 1-2 minutes in silence with God to center and prepare yourself for your time with God today.

Read:

Read / Have two people in your group read Acts 4:32 - 5:11 out loud.

(Clicking the link will bring you to multiple translations.]

As you read and/or listen to the text being read, circle, highlight, or underline what words, phrases, or ideas
grabbed your attention and heart in these verses?

Write them down below and/or share them with those who are with you.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204%3A32-5%3A11&version=NIV;NLT;MSG

Respond / Reflect:

What is an imposter?

What do imposters do to a community? A family? A church? A workplace? A school? A team? A
group of friends?

What happens to us when we pretend to be something that we are not?
What happens when we give for the sake of status rather than out of love?
What makes us do things just like Ananias and Sapphira did?

Is it possible for a community to not claim any of their possessions as their own, but instead share
everything they have? Why or why not?

In your own words, how would you describe the key issue in these verses? What does this reveal
about us?

Take Away:

What is a main point or key message that you learned, understood, observed, or experienced that you are
taking away with you from your group’s reflections on the bible passage or your group’s conversations
today?

Prayer:

Spend time in prayer with/for the other people who are with you. Who in your group needs prayer today?
Who in your group will you pray for?

Pray this prayer together:
Father, this world tempts us to pretend to be something we are not. Forgive us for this falling for

this temptation so often. By the power of your Holy Spirit, teach us again to find our worth and
identity in Christ alone. May it be sufficient. AMEN

“Try It" - Putting our Faith into Action:

This week, instead of pretending to be or trying to be something that you are not, be who you are
with your friends.
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Acts 4:32-5:11 - New International Version

The Believers Share Their Possessions

4 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was
their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them

all 3*that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales ** and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to anyone who had need.

3 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”), ¥ sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

Ananias and Sapphira

5 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With
his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it
at the apostles’ feet.

3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? “Didn't it belong to
you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”

>When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had
happened. ¢ Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and
buried him.

" About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. & Peter asked her, “Tell
me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”

9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her
dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. " Great fear seized the whole church and all
who heard about these events.

OVER



Acts 4:32-5:11 - The Message

4323 The whole congregation of believers was united as one—one heart, one mind! They didn’t even claim
ownership of their own possessions. No one said, “That's mine; you can't have it." They shared everything. The
apostles gave powerful witness to the resurrection of the Master Jesus, and grace was on all of them.

335 And so it turned out that not a person among them was needy. Those who owned fields or
houses sold them and brought the price of the sale to the apostles and made an offering of it. The
apostles then distributed it according to each person’s need.

3637 Joseph, called by the apostles “Barnabas” (which means “Son of Comfort”), a Levite born in
Cyprus, sold a field that he owned, brought the money, and made an offering of it to the apostles.

Ananias and Sapphira

5 2 But a man named Ananias—his wife, Sapphira, conniving in this with him—sold a piece of land,
secretly kept part of the price for himself, and then brought the rest to the apostles and made an
offering of it.

34 Peter said, “Ananias, how did Satan get you to lie to the Holy Spirit and secretly keep back part of
the price of the field? Before you sold it, it was all yours, and after you sold it, the money was yours
to do with as you wished. So what got into you to pull a trick like this? You didn't lie to men but to
God.”

> Ananias, when he heard those words, fell down dead. That put the fear of God into everyone who
heard of it. The younger men went right to work and wrapped him up, then carried him out and
buried him.

8 Not more than three hours later, his wife, knowing nothing of what had happened, came in. Peter
said, “Tell me, were you given this price for your field?”

“Yes,” she said, “that price.”

910 peter responded, “What's going on here that you connived to conspire against the Spirit of the
Master? The men who buried your husband are at the door, and you're next.” No sooner were the
words out of his mouth than she also fell down, dead. When the young men returned they found her
body. They carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

"By this time the whole church and, in fact, everyone who heard of these things had a healthy
respect for God. They knew God was not to be trifled with.



