A Guide for Spiritual Formation

Text for the Week: Esther 4

Message for the Week: For Such A Time

Sunday, February 16

Opening:

What is one low (a bad thing) and one high (a good thing) that happened to you this past week?
Write them down and take turns sharing them with the others in your group.

Where have you seen the work of the Holy Spirit in your life this past week?

Have you ever missed out on something that you knew that God wanted you to do? What was it?

Preparation:

Spend 1-2 minutes in silence with God to center and prepare yourself for your time with God today.

Read:

Read / Have two people in your group read Esther 4 out loud.
(Clicking the link will bring you to multiple translations.)

For an overview of the book of Esther, please visit: Book of Esther Summary | Watch an Overview Video

As you read and/or listen to the text being read, circle, highlight, or underline what words, phrases, or ideas
grabbed your attention and heart in these verses?

Write them down below and/or share them with those who are with you.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%204&version=NIV;NLT;MSG
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/esther/

Respond / Reflect:

Where is God mentioned in the book of Esther?

Where do you see God at work in the book of Esther?

What does Mordecai mean when he tells Esther “...for such a time as this?”
Are we allowing God to use us in the time and space where he has placed us?
When have you ignored the Spirit of God's nudging in your life?

Who were/are the people in your life who have helped you understand your “for such a time as
this?” What did they help you discover and see? Or, are you still wondering about what your “for
such a time as this” is?

Take Away:

What is a main point or key message that you learned, understood, observed, or experienced that you are
taking away with you from your group’s reflections on the bible passage or your group’s conversations
today?

Prayer:

Spend time in prayer with/for the other people who are with you. Who in your group needs prayer today?
Who in your group will you pray for?

Pray this prayer together:
Father, life comes at us so fast that we often miss what you are doing around us. Forgive us for

our tunnel vision. Give us eyes to see what you are doing and courage to embrace the
opportunities you place in front of us to advance your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. AMEN

“Try It" - Putting our Faith into Action:

Be open to and aware of any “for such a time as this” opportunities for you to love and serve those
around you that God will place in your path this week.
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Esther 4 - New International Version

4 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and

ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2But he went only as far as the king's
gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3In every province to which the
edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping
and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

“When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great
distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept

them. > Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king's eunuchs assigned to attend her, and
ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why.

&So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king's gate. ? Mordecai
told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had
promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of
the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and
explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king's presence to beg for mercy and
plead with him for her people.

9Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. '° Then she instructed him to say
to Mordecai, "“All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one
law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their
lives. But thirty days have passed since | was called to go to the king.”

2When Esther’'s words were reported to Mordecai, ® he sent back this answer: “Do not think that
because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. ™For if you remain

silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a
time as this?”

5Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: ' “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my attendants will fast as you do.
When this is done, | will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if | perish, | perish.”
7S50 Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.



Esther 4 — The Message

4 3 When Mordecai learned what had been done, he ripped his clothes to shreds and put on
sackcloth and ashes. Then he went out in the streets of the city crying out in loud and bitter cries. He
came only as far as the King's Gate, for no one dressed in sackcloth was allowed to enter the King's
Gate. As the king's order was posted in every province, there was loud lament among the Jews—
fasting, weeping, wailing. And most of them stretched out on sackcloth and ashes.

48 gsther's maids and eunuchs came and told her. The queen was stunned. She sent fresh clothes to
Mordecai so he could take off his sackcloth but he wouldn't accept them. Esther called for Hathach,
one of the royal eunuchs whom the king had assigned to wait on her, and told him to go to Mordecai
and get the full story of what was happening. So Hathach went to Mordecai in the town square in
front of the King's Gate. Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him. He also told him
the exact amount of money that Haman had promised to deposit in the royal bank to finance the
massacre of the Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the bulletin that had been posted in Susa
ordering the massacre so he could show it to Esther when he reported back with instructions to go
to the king and intercede and plead with him for her people.

9THathach came back and told Esther everything Mordecai had said. Esther talked it over with
Hathach and then sent him back to Mordecai with this message: “Everyone who works for the king
here, and even the people out in the provinces, knows that there is a single fate for every man or
woman who approaches the king without being invited: death. The one exception is if the king
extends his gold scepter; then he or she may live. And it's been thirty days now since I've been
invited to come to the king.”

1214 When Hathach told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai sent her this message: “Don't think
that just because you live in the king's house you're the one Jew who will get out of this alive. If you
persist in staying silent at a time like this, help and deliverance will arrive for the Jews from
someplace else; but you and your family will be wiped out. Who knows? Maybe you were made
queen for just such a time as this.”

1516 Esther sent back her answer to Mordecai: “Go and get all the Jews living in Susa together. Fast
for me. Don't eat or drink for three days, either day or night. | and my maids will fast with you. If you
will do this, I'lLl go to the king, even though it's forbidden. If | die, | die.”

7 Mordecai left and carried out Esther’s instructions.



